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Paul Holloway has been a part of agriculture all his life on Elm Creek near Buffalo Gap. One of eight 
children of Raymond and Cora Holloway, Holloway has become an outstanding agriculturist in the 
region.  

After graduating from Abilene Christian University in 1973 with an agriculture business degree, 
Holloway began farming with his father. He also obtained a real estate license and worked with Ira 
Duck, a local broker. 

As he became more involved in farming, he still retains his real estate license. Being conservation 
minded and proactive, he works each day to improve the land and resources. This is the reason why the 
Middle Clear Fork Soil and Water Conservation Board has chosen him as the Conservation Farmer for 
2014. 

The Holloways are known for the successes they have achieved in producing quality cattle. For several 
years the family has been known as major competitors in the show steer program. 

In 2001, the family won three breed champions in one year at the Houston Livestock Show, a feat which 
has never been repeated. Going back to the 1960s Holloway won the Houston Grand Champion in 1966 
and Reserve Champion in 1968. Some of the proceeds from his success, made it possible to begin his 
farming operation. 

“It was fun, I remember the long nights, working extra hard to ensure the kids did not miss much 
school,” he said. 

Paul and Carla have four children, Jason, Justin, Jonathon and Julie, who all were very active in the 
Taylor County 4-H program. Now, Holloway and his wife, Carla, enjoy watching the shows, plus 
helping Justin who is raising quality steers for shows. 

In both Taylor and Runnels County, Holloway raises wheat, hay and milo and maintains an intensive 
breeding cattle herd. 
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Like many producers over the past few years, he has began to use cotton in his crop rotation. 

“I planted a field in 1996, near Buffalo Gap, spent the entire summer hoeing, just to watch the boll 
weevil destroy the crop that fall,” he said. 

The next year, the boll weevil program began, and it has been a salvation for the cotton industry, 
Holloway says. 

Now cotton is a major rotational crop in his operation. Holloway is one of very few producers who 
actually plants spring wheat at times, when conditions warrant, in February. 

Holloway also stresses the need to diversify with his beef herd. 

“Without both cattle and crops, it would be very difficult at times to make ends meet,” he goes on to say. 

During the drought, he raised hay, baled wheat and even purchased hay to maintain the cow herd. Using 
artificial insemination and quality bulls, he has developed a superior herd. 

To enhance production, Holloway has developed a program of cross fencing, and increased water 
resources to ensure production. Recently, Giant Bermuda has been planted on some new fields with the 
goal to increase forage. 

To reduce fuel cost, Holloway has developed his tillage system to a one-third conventional plowing, 
one-third minimum till, and one-third no till. He feels that this practice decreases his production cost, 
plus retains moisture in the soil profile. 

Besides production cost, Holloway says the weather and lack of moisture over the past years has made 
agriculture very challenging. That is the reason he has been working closely with the Soil and Water 
District to enhance his water resources and grazing practices. 

Holloway is very active in leadership positions dealing with agriculture. He has been an active board 
member of the Soil and Water District for many years, and has taken an active part in Texas Farm 
Bureau. 

He was selected in 1987 by Rotary International to serve on an exchange program to India for several 
weeks to share American agriculture with a developing nation. 

“It was a eye-opener and an experience that I would never forget,” he states. 

After the stint in India, he took the opportunity to travel to Japan and other countries. 

Holloway says the last 40 years of farming have been a challenge, but he would not have traded it for 
anything. And each day, his role is to constantly improve what he has so he can operate even more 
efficiently. 
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